
Josephine J. Decima Award for 

Excellence in the Field of Special Education 

Nominate an outstanding educator for the 2018/19 Josephine J. Decima Award

Josephine Decima was a pioneer in the field of special education in central Pennsylvania in her nearly 40-year career in 
teaching. This Award is presented annually to a teacher who works within the CAIU service area and whose 
commitment and service in the field of special education epitomizes the qualities that Josephine Decima demonstrated in 
her work with children. Any educator of students with special needs who works within the CAIU service area is eligible 
for nomination. Nominees must hold PA Level II Certification in an area of special education. In the past, this honor 
has included a $500 award graciously donated by the Decima family.

Nomination Requirements 

The nomination must include this nomination form and 
questionnaire prepared by an individual who is knowledgeable about 

the nominee’s qualifications and one letter of recommendation 

written by  another individual. The nominator and letter writer can be 

colleagues, parents, students, community representatives, school 

board members,  superintendents, administrators, or supervisors. The 

letter writer and nominator may not be the same person.    

Nominees will be judged on the evidence of the six attributes 

and qualities outlined in the Award Criteria listed below. The  

nomination letter should demonstrate at least three of these attributes.  

The nomination form and questionnaire must be completed in full and 

the nominee’s name and/or school name must NOT be  mentioned 

in the questionnaire or in the letter. The letter should be 1,000 words 

or less, double spaced, and emailed with the form and questionnaire 

as a .doc or .docx. 

Award Criteria 

Nominees should demonstrate the following:  

⇒ Advocacy for the educational needs of all children, especially

those with physical and mental challenges.

 Compassion for students with special needs. 

 Commitment to help children with special needs become a vital 

part of the community. 

 Effort to provide valuable and practical life experiences for 

students with special needs. 

 Willingness to share knowledge, skills, and experiences with   

colleagues to strengthen educational programs and pedagogy. 

 Initiative to seek and provide services for students with special 

needs. 

2018/19 Josephine J. Decima Award for Excellence in the Field of Special Education

Nominee Nominator 

Name: _______________________________________ 

Position: _____________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________ 

Daytime Phone: _______________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Name: _______________________________________ 

Position: _____________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________ 

School/Assignment: ____________________________ 

School Phone: ________________________________ 

School Address: _______________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Nomination Deadline: Friday, November 2, 2018,  at 4:30 p.m.

Email completed nomination form and     

questionnaire and one letter of  

recommendation to: 

Anne Burkley   

commcontractor@caiu.org 



Josephine J. Decima Award for Excellence in the Field of Special Education

To be completed by the nominator

Responses must be no more than 375 words per question. They may be in paragraph format or in bulleted/numbered format, 
but must fit into the field provided. Handwritten responses will not be accepted. Please do not use the nominee’s name or 
school in the responses. Please provide responses to all six questions. Incomplete entries will not be accepted. Enter your 
responses on this document below each corresponding request for information; do not change the format or font. Return 
completed nomination form and questionnaire and one letter of recommendation to commcontractor@caiu.org.  

1. Please explain and provide examples of how the nominee is an advocate for the educational needs of all children,
especially those with physical and mental challenges:



2. Please explain and provide examples of how the nominee demonstrates compassion for students with special needs:



3. Please explain and provide examples of how the nominee is s committed to helping children with special needs
become a vital part of the community:



4. Please explain and provide examples of how the nominee provides valuable and practical life experiences for 
students with special needs:



5. Please explain and provide examples of how the nominee shares knowledge, skills, and experiences with colleagues to 
strengthen educational programs and pedagogy:



6. Please explain and provide examples of how the nominee seeks and provides services for students with special needs:

Please check the box to agree (box must be checked to process nomination). Submission of the 
nomination form confirms that all information provided is true and accurate to the best of my 
knowledge and belief.
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