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Covid-19 Instructional Planning for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

 
CAIU Staff in the DHH program will continue to provide the absolute best instruction possible in spite of 
the circumstances related to the pandemic and potential for virtual services. We are currently planning to 
have students in the Susquehanna township school district and the Lower Dauphin school district return 
full time on Monday, August 31, 2020. Students, staff and families will follow the health and safety plans 
outlined by those districts.   
  
Instructional Program 
Our DHH teams will implement an instructional design that supports a seamless transition from face to 
face to virtual instruction.  In most classrooms, teachers will use the HMH curriculum to provide 
instruction regardless of location. In classes where the HMH curriculum is not the best model to meet 
student needs due to severity of disability, alternate resources and curriculum will be used. All lessons 
and materials will be uploaded to Seesaw or Google classroom whether students are attending in person 
or virtually. The teachers will practice and utilize online resources in the school setting, so they are familiar 
and comfortable with the tools. Students will begin using apps identified for virtual instruction while in 
the school setting. In cases where online resources are not ideal for the students' needs or content, staff 
will use printed materials or manipulatives that can be used in the home setting. The teachers will 
evaluate how progress monitoring will continue in the event of a closure. If deemed necessary the IEP 
team will modify progress monitoring tools, or methods. Additional instructional materials for progress 
monitoring will be purchased if needed.   
  
Technology and Materials  
CAIU staff in the DHH classrooms will prepare duplicate materials used in the classroom to be distributed 
quickly if a closure were to occur. The team utilizes the HMH curriculum and will continue to do so in face-
to-face, hybrid, or completely virtual settings. Additionally, the teams will utilize Google classroom to 
warehouse all student materials in a centralized location. Other programs will programs may be used as 
well, and students will be instructed on those programs during face-to-face instructional times. The intent 
is to utilize these materials in the classroom in such a way that students will be prepared to easily transfer 
to a virtual environment should that need arise. DHH staff will maintain the necessary technology 
throughout the year such that, those devices could quickly be distributed to students on short notice 
should a requirement for virtual instruction occur.    
  
Communication and training  
CAIU staff in the DHH classrooms will communicate the health and safety plan and instructional plans to 
all students and families and LEAs. Training will be provided to assist families in navigating the online 
resources and other instructional materials needed to support their student whether it be academic, 
social/emotional, speech and language, occupational therapy, or behaviorally. We will continuously 
evaluate and modify practices to best meet the needs of the students. Coaches will assist teachers in 
building lesson plans for face-to-face instruction that can be easily modified for virtual instruction. This 
will allow teachers to begin building their schedule in the event we have to move to a virtual model.  
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Related Services and Language supports 
Students in our DHH program will continue to be supported by speech and language practitioners, 
occupational therapists, physical therapists, sing language interpreters, personal care assistants, and 
others as per each individualized education plan (IEP). These services will be provided in a face-to-face 
setting as per the IEP frequency and duration. Likewise, these services will continue to be provided in a 
virtual setting to the maximum degree possible should our schools be forced to operate in a purely virtual 
or hybrid environment.  
 
Schedule 
Our classrooms will continue to operate on a face-to-face basis for 5 days per week while our host districts 
have their own hybrid-like schedule to start the year. Susquehanna Township is hosting face-to-face 
instruction Monday through Thursday and Friday will be an asynchronous (not live) virtual day. Lower 
Dauphin is having face-to-face instruction for students in two groups. Half of the students will attend 
Monday and Tuesday while the other half will attend Wednesday and Thursday. Friday is being used as a 
third virtual day. Again, our classrooms will continue to operate 5 days per week until further plans for a 
physical closure may occur.  
 
 

Susquehanna Township 
• Monday through Friday – all core classes and “specials” will follow the district plan for 

instruction. 
• On Friday, our DHH classes will utilize the time to do any of the following activities: 

 Expand on goals from core and/or “specials” with focus on reading and math 
instruction. 

 Further develop ASL skills. 
 Work on increasing skills in specific areas of the Expanded Core Curriculum. 
 Work collaboratively with other DHH class for extension activities. 
 Speech and language groups and individual therapy sessions. 

 
Lower Dauphin 

• Monday through Friday – all self-contained instruction in the DHH class will operate on a 
regular weekly schedule.  

• Students who are mainstreamed in district classes will attend as per the district scheduled 
(2 days face-to-face based on last name). 

• Our additional face-to-face instructional days will be utilized for the following: 
 Intense focus on reading instruction. 
 Developing communication skills. 
 Collaboration with other DHH classroom for activities. 
 Speech and language groups and individual therapy sessions. 

 
Teachers, interpreters, and support staff preparations for virtual instruction 

• Ensure that electronic devices that students would need for virtual instruction are prepared and 
ready for distribution in the event that virtual instruction is required.  

• Utilizing our HMH curriculum and supplementary material, create lesson plans that can be easily 
implemented in an online setting. 

• Interpreters will have ASL lesson plans that support the curricular goals.  
• Interpreters will prepare ASL materials for families to utilize in support of curricular goals. 
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CAIU Plans for various instructional models 
 

Program Student Staff Families 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Brick and Mortar 

Practice virtual 
programs to ensure 
access information is 
accurate and get 
efficient with using 
them. 

Familiarize themselves 
with the virtual 
schedule that may be 
utilized. 

 

Practice virtual 
instruction as we 
would plan to use it. 
(Related services – not 
necessarily every 
session) 

Using HMH curriculum, 
Read Works, Teams, 
Google Classroom, 
Canvas, Schoology, Flip 
Grid, Quizlet, Boom 
cards, etc.  

Prepare “to go” lists so 
that materials can be 
prepared quickly in the 
event of moving to 
virtual. 

Prepare video lessons 
to be used in the event 
we go to virtual. 

Prepare IEP hard copies 
of goal probes for 
progress monitoring. 

Communicate with 
Teacher through 
Classroom DOJO.  

Ensure access to 
Campus system for 
communication.  

Familiarize themselves 
with the virtual 
schedule that may be 
utilized. 

 

 

 

 

 

Virtual 

 

 

 

Limit use of other 
electronic devices 
during instructional 
sessions (TV in the 
background, no 
phones). 

Find an appropriate 
workspace, preferably 
at a desk/table.  

Dress appropriately for 
the session as one 
would for school.  

Provide group and or 
individual instruction 
on a regularly 
scheduled basis.  

Using HMH curriculum, 
Read Works, Teams, 
Google Classroom, 
Canvas, Schoology.  

Prepare “to go” lists so 
that materials can be 
prepared quickly in the 
event of moving to 
virtual. 

To the extent possible, 
parents are 
encouraged to support 
their child(ren) during 
virtual instruction.  

Ensure that students 
are available to attend 
scheduled sessions 
with teacher. 

Respond to updates 
from teacher to ensure 
collaboration with 
school staff. 
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Program Student Staff Families 
 

 

 

Virtual (continued)  

Use the device given by 
the school rather than 
a personal device. 

Communicate weekly 
to parents/students on 
level of engagement in 
virtual instruction. 

Additional devices to 
support mainstream 
support of academic 
classes. 

Provide additional 
instruction for students 
in mainstream classes 
when following large 
group virtual sessions. 

STSD ONLY: Provide 
live “All Remote 
Access” lessons that 
will be livestreamed 
from the building to 
students at home.  

Limit the number of 
other family members 
present during 
instructional sessions 
to avoid distractions.  

 

 

 

Hybrid 

Ensure that devices 
travel back and forth 
from school to home as 
needed. 

 

 

 

Plan for having 
technology going back 
and forth from school 
to home. 

Utilize Friday as a day 
to support mainstream 
course material, 
reteach lessons as 
necessary, develop ASL 
skill/vocabulary, extend 
DHH course material, 
and monitor progress 
of students.  

STSD ONLY: Provide 
live “All Remote 
Access” lessons that 
will be livestreamed 
from the building to 
students at home. 

Help students 
remember to transport 
devices to and from 
school as needed.  

Support students in 
both brick-and-mortar 
and virtual settings 

as suggested in those 
respective sections 
above.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 


